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K and King Probes 

By NEAL HIRSCHFELD 

Cliff Fenton and Ed Evans, two veteran New York City detec- 
tive^ have caught their share of sensational murder cases, but none 
as historic as the ones they hope to crack next — the assassinations of 
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Fenton, 49, and Evans, 45, have left 
the police force to go- to Washington as 
deputy chief investigators for the newly 
created Committee on Assassinations of 
the tr.S. House of Representatives. 

Each will have a team of 25 investi- 
gators to look into the two phases of 
the committee's probe. Fenton will con- 
centrate on the Kennedy murder. Evans 
will focus on the King slaying. 

“Regardless of which case you work 
on, it's the case of the century,” said 
Evans, a 22-year police veteran, in a 
longjdistance phone conversation with 
The |News. 

“I really would like to find the an- 
swers,” said Fenton, "a 20-year veteran 
who has teamed up with Evans since 
1964. “We’ll travel. We’ll go anywhere a 
lead will go. We’ll dog it to the end.” 

Both are on terminal leave from the 
Police Department and will officially 
retire next month from the force. Both 
broke into the ranks as foot patrolmen 
in Harlem and worked their way up to 
detective in the department’s elite 
major case squad. 

Along the way, they handled some 
of the heavier cases in the department’s 
files. 

Together, they helped track down 
the members of the Black Liberation 
Army who gunned down and killed Po- 
lice Officers Waverly Jones and Joseph 
Piagentini in 1971. 

One of the BLA members, Herman 
Bell, was arrested in New Orleans. The 
group’s leader, Twyman Myers, was kill- 
ed in a gun battle with police on Nov. 

14, 1973. Fenton and Evans helped find 
both. 

They also collaborated in arresting 
the kidnapers of Steve Monsanto, one of 
the reputed kingpins of the drug trade 
in Harlem. Monsanto was abducted for 
a ransom of $132,000 in 1974 but later 
released unhurt. Five suspects were ar- 
rested in the case and eight others were 
subsequently murdered because of the 
resulting strife among competing drug 
dealers, Evans said. 

The two detectives went to Washing- 
ton Ion the recommendation of two 
former crack prosecutors in the 
Manhattan district attorney’s office, 

Roheit J. Lehner and Robert K. Tanen- 
bauni. Lehner and Tanenbaum also are 
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They worked their way up 

working for the Committee on Assassi- 
nations. 

The ex-detectives still have admirers 
among their old colleagues on the 
major case squad. “Time and days off 
meant nothing to them,” recalled Sgt. 
James Quilty. “They would work a case 
round the clock. They had a tremen- 
dous knack with people. They were 
very good detectives.” 


